Hello Everyone,
We have one last bit of action in which we wish to ask your assistance in regard to the impending postal regulation changes and rate increase.We have joined with the DMANF (Direct Marketing Association Nonprofit Federation) who is heading up an effort to join many other nonprofit groups to put pressure on the Postal Rate Commission and its Board of Governors to take some time to reconsider the proposed rate changes and also push back the deadline for the changes so that our organizations can have time to react and adjust.
The following message is directly from the DMANF and it is 2 fold: (1) your organization can request to join the group’s effort and have its name signed onto the joint letter, and (2) a request for you to contact your congressional representatives and ask them to take action on your behalf. The directions for doing those things are outlined carefully in the message below from the DMANF. Please follow their instructions so that we can make a strong effort to affect change. With a collective voice we can be much more easily heard.
Thanks,
The Dollywood Foundation


MEMBER ALERT
April 10, 2007
YOUR ACTION IS NEEDED!
Sign on to DMANF Letter and Call Your Congressional Representation
Dear Senny:

The DMANF is seeking a delay in the rates established for the new Not Flat-Machinable mail pieces, and we need your help! This new category of mail will be required by the United States Postal Service beginning May 14 for mail pieces that no longer meet the test for Standard rates because of rigid, uneven or box-like enclosures. The rates will be a drastic increase ranging from 100-400% for nonprofit organizations that use such pieces to raise funds, and those who send out items such as books for children.

The Board of Governors virtually ignored the pleas of numerous organizations for more time, and we are turning to them one more time before the deadline of May 14th to seek their help. We are also asking key members of Congress to help us get an extension of time until December 31, 2007.

We need your help! Following is a letter from the nonprofit community seeking an extension of time—we need your organization to sign this letter.

ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE SIGN ON TO THE NONPROFIT LETTER at the end of this message, and PLEASE CALL YOUR REPRESENTATIVE AND SENATORS TO SEEK AN EXTENSION OF TIME BEFORE APRIL 16th. (see talking points)

1) JOINT LETTER:

To sign on to the letter at the end of this message, please send an email confirming your organization’s participation and how it would like to be listed to Senny Boone sboone@the-dma.org, (202) 861-2498 or Jill Murphy jmurphy@the-dma.org (202) 861-2497 BY APRIL 13TH.

2) CONGRESSIONAL CONTACTS NEEDED:

Please dial the US Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121 to reach the following key members of the USPS Oversight Committees, or your particular representatives:

Key talking points:

The Not Flat-Machinable rate is going into effect on May 14th with virtually no notice to the thousands of nonprofit organizations that are impacted. The standards that now put many fundraising mailings such as greeting cards into the higher rates were finalized February 14th—nonprofits have had less than two months’ time to reconfigure their mail pieces, and do not have the resources to meet the May 14th deadline.
The high cost of the NFM rate will have a devastating affect on nonprofit organizations that were counting on these mailings for their fundraising for this year.
This new classification went into effect with little notice, very little time for compliance and results in rates increasing between 100-400%.
We need a delay through December 31, 2007 to help the nonprofits review their mail pieces to try to conform to the standards or to find less expensive alternatives.
Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Government Affairs
Democrats
Joseph Lieberman CT, Chairman
Carl Levin, MI
Daniel Akaka, HI
Tom Carper, DE
Mark Dayton, MN
Mark Pryor, AR
Republicans
Susan Collins, ME, Ranking Minority Member
Ted Stevens, AK
George Voinovich, OH
Norm Coleman, MN
Tom Coburn, OK
Lincoln Chafee, RI
Bob Bennett, UT
Pete Domenici, NM
John Warner, VA
House Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal Service, and the District of Columbia
Democrats
Danny K. Davis, IL Chair
Eleanor Holmes Norton, DC
John P. Sarbanes, MD
Elijah Cummings, MD
Dennis Kucinich, OH
Lacy Clay, MO
Stephen F. Lynch, MA
Republicans
Kenny Marchant, TX Ranking Minority Member
John M. McHugh, NY
John L. Mica, FL
Darrell E. Issa, CA
House Committee on Government Reform
Henry Waxman, CA Chair
Tom Davis, VA Ranking Minority Member
Democrats
Tom Lantos, CA
Edolphus Towns, NY
Paul Kanjorski, PA
Carolyn Maloney, NY
Elijah Cummings, MD
Dennis Kucinich, OH
Danny Davis, IL
John Tierney, MA
Lacy Clay, MO
Diane Watson, CA
Stephen Lynch, MA
Brian Higgins, NY
John Yarmouth, KY
Bruce Braley, IA
Eleanor Holmes Norton, DC
Betty McCollum, MN
Jim Cooper, TN
Chris Van Hollen, MD
Paul Hodes, NH
Christopher Murphy, CT
John Sarbanes, MD
Peter Welch, VT
Republicans
Dan Burton, IN
Christopher Shays, CT
John McHugh, NY
John Mica, FL
Mark Souder, IN
Todd Russell Platts, PA
Chris Cannon, UT
John Duncan, Jr., TN
Michael Turner, OH
Darrell Issa, CA
Kenny Marchant, TX
Lynn Westmoreland, GA
Patrick McHenry, NC
Virginia Foxx, NC
Brian Bilbray, CA
Bill Sali, ID
Please let us know of any communications that you have with members of Congress and their staff. Our deadline is before May 14th!

Thank you for your help. For questions or comments please call Senny Boone at (202) 861-2498.

NONPROFIT JOINT LETTER TO USPS BOARD OF GOVERNORS

April 2007
James C. Miller, III
Chairman
Alan C. Kessler
Vice Chairman,
John Potter
Postmaster General,
Board of Governors
United States Postal Service
475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC
Dear Governors:
We write on behalf of our respective organizations, listed below, to urge you to consider delaying the Not Flat-Machinable rate for an additional twelve months due to the irreparable harm it will have on our nonprofit organizations.

Your May 19th decision will seriously affect our ability to raise funds and fulfill our philanthropic missions and we urge you to reconsider your findings with this impact in mind.

In your decision, you stated concerns regarding “rate shock,” and that the inability to predict precisely how mailers might respond to increases based on the new shape-based structure “might lead to unexpected consequences that might require a rebalancing in the future,” and that proposed changes could be especially burdensome for mailers who cannot convert their pieces to less costly shapes. The Board then sent portions of the Postal Rate Commission’s recommendations back to the Commission for further reconsideration, but it did not include the new Nonprofit Not Flat-Machinable rate as part of that reconsideration.

In fact, there is no mention of the concerns that nonprofit organizations, including some of those listed below, sent to the Board of Governors regarding the inability of nonprofit organizations to absorb postage rate increases ranging from 100-400%.

The new NFM rate requires us to immediately reconfigure mail pieces, many of which have already been prepared, to meet a new test by May 14th. We are surprised and disappointed that the Board has not taken a closer look at our concerns, and we respectfully ask for your review.

Please consider delaying the implementation of the NFM rate by granting a temporary waiver until December 31, 2007 as of May 14th to nonprofit organizations. This time is necessary to help us find alternative ways to conform so that we can continue mailing our important pieces.

Nonprofit organizations are uniquely disadvantaged because we do not pass on increased costs to customers—we count on the generosity of donations from the public. If costs are increased, we simply cannot pass them on. Instead, we must look seriously at reducing our programs.

Nonprofit organizations also plan at least one year in advance to ensure the mail pieces and the particular campaigns will be efficient, effective and in conformance with postal standards. Many of our campaigns for the holiday season such as calendars and Christmas cards are already in production, and we have neither the time nor the resources to go back and start again.

The impact on nonprofit organizations will be drastic. Fundraising pieces that include rigid or uneven items such as: books, rosaries, reading lamps, talking calculators for the blind, maps, and many other items that educate the public about a particular mission or cause can no longer be sent affordably. Items sent to recipients of charity will also be impacted, such as books sent to preschool children.

We are now forced to examine other options, such as reducing our mailings overall and doing more Internet-based fundraising, but we do so reluctantly because the Postal Service has been our best partner for many years. In fact, many of the local carriers have been instrumental in delivering our message directly to households with positive results.

Now, we see a dim future for our partnership—higher postal rates, increasing and inscrutable regulations, and a lack of attention from the leadership of the USPS to our concerns.

Please grant a delay for the nonprofit sector until December 31, 2007. A delay will go a very long way in helping us to conform to the new rules and aid us in working with postal management to find solutions.

Respectfully Submitted,

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS LIST
