Top Tips for Fundraisers
1. Pick the Lowest Hanging Fruit on the Tree

a. Know where you get the biggest ‘bang for the buck’

b. Know where you are most effective and get help with the rest

2. Have an Attitude of Gratitude.

a. Donor Acknowledgement plan

b. Donor recognition

3. Know your M&Ms

a. Mission elevator speech 

b. Key messages for your organization

4. Plan to Work, work your plan

a. Have a written plan for fundraising

b. Use a Summary Calendar

5. Diversify your revenue streams

a. Don’t rely on any one income stream too heavily (grant, special event, etc.)

b. Follow the Giving USA pie chart (75% individuals, 8% estate gifts, 12% foundations, 5% corporations)

6. Maximize Donor Communications

a. Increase the effectiveness of your newsletter

b. Increase the effectiveness of your website

7. Get to Know your Donors

a. Importance of Donor Relations

b. Ideas for collecting tidbits of information

c. Always build relationships

8. Ask, Ask, Ask

a. Give donors multiple opportunities to give (times)
b. Give them multiple ways to give (methods)
9. Be ethical in all your dealings

a. Follow the AFP code of ethics

b. Always do what’s in the best interest of your organization

c. Use the “Newspaper Front Page” test

10. Don’t reinvent the wheel

a. Network with other fundraisers

b. AFP Resource Center

c. Never stop learning!
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